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Executive Team Biographies

Dick R. Holbrook is the President of J. Christopher’s Restaurants, LLC, a collection of casual dining restaurants serving breakfast and lunch based in Atlanta, GA.  The concept has 20 existing restaurants and will open seven more in during 2008.  The entity will build and operate company-owned restaurants but the majority of its future growth will come through franchising the concept.
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Holbrook, a 35-year veteran of the restaurant industry, began his career with 18 years of experience in franchise and company-owned operations and has spent the last 17 years in more general executive management positions.

He is the former President and Chief Operating Officer of AFC Enterprises® (AFC®), which was one of the world’s premier restaurant and specialty foods companies. AFC Enterprises was the parent company of Church's Chicken™, Popeyes® Chicken & Biscuits, Cinnabon® and Seattle Coffee Company during his tenure.

Holbrook was a founding partner of AFC in 1992 where he served as its executive vice president and chief operating officer and was then promoted to president and chief operating officer in August 1995. 

He led AFC and its operating companies, both domestically and internationally, to new levels of success and oversaw the expansion of the AFC Enterprises portfolio to include the purchase of Cinnabon and Seattle Coffee Company, with its Seattle’s Best Coffee® and Torrefazione Italia® brands in 1999.  AFC’s overall solid performance led to an initial public offering of the company in March 2001.

Prior to joining AFC, Holbrook was executive vice president of operations for Hospitality Franchise Systems, Inc., franchisor for Ramada, Howard Johnson and Days Inn hotels.  Holbrook also held various management positions with Arby’s, Inc. from 1971 to 1991, starting as a management trainee and eventually holding the position of senior vice president of franchise operations.  Arby’s, the world’s largest roast beef sandwich chain, operated 2,500 restaurants in the United States, Canada, Asia, the Caribbean and the Middle East at that time.

Holbrook was previously a member of the Rare Hospitality International, Inc. Board of Directors prior to its purchase by Darden Restaurants. Rare was a publicly owned restaurant company whose concepts included Longhorn Steakhouse and The Capital Grille. He also serves on the National Restaurant Association Educational Foundation Board of Trustees. 

Holbrook was the recipient of the Elliot Associates 2001 Elliot Mentor Award, which was developed to recognize individuals who have given "a lifetime of timeless contribution, leadership, and inspiration to the hospitality, foodservice and manufacturing industries."
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Gregory A. “Sam” Haddock is the Chief Operating Officer of 
J. Christopher’s Restaurants, LLC, a collection of casual dining restaurants serving breakfast and lunch based in Atlanta, GA.  The concept has 20 existing restaurants and will open seven more in 2008.  The entity will build and operate company-owned restaurants, but the majority of its future growth will come through franchising.

He is the Managing Partner of the Red Hawk Restaurant Group, LLC and Red Hawk Enterprises, which own and operate Moe’s Southwest Gill and Donatos Pizza Restaurants respectively. 

Haddock has been in the restaurant industry since 1973 and has extensive experience as a franchise owner and restaurant operator in the Rally’s Hamburgers, Wendy’s Hamburgers, Donatos Pizza and Moe’s Southwest Grill systems. He also has extensive franchisor experience serving as Director of Operations for Rally’s Hamburgers, Chief Operating Officer for Popeye’s Chicken and Biscuits and Chief Operating Officer at the RTM Restaurant Group for the Mrs. Winner’s and Lee’s Famous Recipe concepts. Haddock was also an Operating Partner and Owner of Carmel Restaurants, a Wendy’s Franchise.

Prior to Haddock’s experience with franchising and operations, he worked as a Sales Coordinator for Arby’s Construction and Equipment Company and as an Area Developer for Big Bagel Holding Company. Haddock also served as an Assistant Manager, Manager, District Manager, Regional Director and Director of Operations for Arby’s Roast Beef Restaurants nationally earlier in his career.

Haddock currently serves on the Board of the Atlanta Franchise Alliance and the marketing committee of Moe’s Southwest Grill. Prior to his extensive involvement  serving on 
Moe’s Franchise Advisory Board, he headed up both the Popeye’s Franchise Council and Mrs. Winner’s & Lee’s Famous Recipe Franchise Council.
Haddock received his B.A. degree from Wake Forest University in 1973. 
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[image: image7.jpg]Jeffrey “Jay” McCann is a Co-Founder of the J. Christopher’s concept and today is the Operating Partner and President of 
J. Christopher’s Management which operates as a licensee of 
J. Christopher’s.  He is also a Partner in J. Christopher’s Restaurants, LLC, a collection of casual dining restaurants serving breakfast, brunch and lunch based in Atlanta, GA.  The concept has 20 existing restaurants and will open seven more in 2008. 
Over the past 12 years, McCann has fine tuned the J. Christopher’s brand by retaining dedicated management and staff, upgrading the menu, maintaining low costs and focusing on friendly service. 
During his 35 years in the restaurant industry, McCann has dealt with all aspects of full-service dining including hourly and management functions such as menu development, training, construction, site development, marketing and advertising.

McCann has a history of turning around struggling units in national chains such as Chili’s, Steak and Ale, Hooters and Malone's, an Atlanta-based restaurant group. His approach is hands on, leading by example. He has consistently increased sales, maximized profits and created positive morale at every job. 

McCann learned about the breakfast segment of food service industry through a 
six-month training program at Le Peep, where he increased same unit sales over 
30 percent.  
An industrial engineering degree from the University of Notre Dame has served McCann well, even in the restaurant business, as he helps to design J. Christopher’s restaurants.

Chris Brogdon is a Co-Founder of the J. Christopher’s concept and now serves as a Partner at J. Christopher’s Restaurants, LLC, a collection of casual dining restaurants serving breakfast and lunch based in Atlanta, GA.  The concept has 20 existing restaurants and will open seven more in 2008. The entity will build and operate company-owned restaurants, but the majority of its future growth will come through franchising.
Over the past 12 years, Brogdon, along with Co-Founder Jay McCann, have fine tuned the J. Christopher’s brand by retaining dedicated management and staff, upgrading the menu, maintaining low costs and focusing on friendly service. 
Brogdon has additionally taken part in many other founding and operating endeavors throughout his career in various fields. He co-founded Winter Haven Homes, Inc. in 1987. Winter Haven Homes, Inc. developed, owned and operated assisted living and nursing homes throughout the Southeastern United States. Winter Haven is primarily involved with owning and leasing the operations to third parties today.  

From 1991 to 1998, Brogdon served as Chairman of the Board of Retirement Care Associates (RCA), a NYSE listed company that operated more than 120 assisted living and nursing home facilities. Brogdon was instrumental in growing the company from three facilities to120 and revenues from $1 million to more than $350 million. He was responsible for listing the shares on the NASDAQ and then on the NYSE. RCA was purchased by Sun Healthcare in1998 for more than $350 million.  

From 1994 to 1998, Brogdon was also Chairman of Contour Medical (Contour), a NASDAQ-listed company in the medical supply business. Brogdon, in conjunction with RCA, purchased a majority of the shares of Contour Medical from its founders and grew the company from $5 million in sales to $35 million through two acquisitions and an increased customer base. Contour primarily sold medical supplies to the nursing home industry. Under Brogdon, the shares were admitted to the NASDAQ Small Cap.  Contour was also sold to Sun Healthcare in June of1998. In 1998 and 1999, Brogdon served as Chairman of NewCare Health Corporation, a NASDAQ-listed company in the assisted living and nursing home business.  

Since 1999, Brogdon has been an owner and the manager of Brogdon Family, LLC, which owns nursing homes, assisted living facilities, restaurants and commercial real estate. Brogdon is a founding board member of the Georgia Coastal Alzheimer’s Association, which serves 13 South Georgia counties. Brogdon is also on the advisory board of SCAD Atlanta, (Savannah College of Art & Design). 

Bill Sparks is the vice president of operations of Atlanta-based 
J. Christopher’s Restaurants, LLC, a collection of 20 casual dining restaurants serving breakfast and lunch based in Atlanta.  Sparks is responsible for overall Operations to include the opening, training and support of company and franchised locations. Today, the company operates J. Christopher’s restaurants in Atlanta, Ga., Savannah, Ga., Nashville, Tenn. and Tampa, Fla.
A twenty-nine year veteran of the restaurant industry, Sparks has experience in multi-unit responsibility with Rally’s Hamburgers and Wendy’s Hamburgers. He also held executive positions in the restaurant franchise segment during tenures at Rally’s Hamburger’s and the RTM Restaurant group. Sparks was most recently vice president of franchise operations at the Lee’s Famous Recipe Chicken chain based in Fort Walton, Fla.
A native of Louisville, Ky., Sparks attended college at Murray State University and the University of Louisville. He and his family currently reside in Dallas, Ga.
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