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J. CHRISTOPHER’S SET TO EXPAND THROUGH NEW FRANCHISING EFFORT

The Atlanta-area Breakfast and Lunch Restaurant

Targets Atlanta, Nashville, Macon, Tampa, Birmingham, Charlotte, Charleston and Jacksonville
ATLANTA, August 19, 2008 – J. Christopher’s Restaurant – a collection of casual dining restaurants in the growing breakfast and lunch segment – announced today that it will begin franchising by targeting the Atlanta suburbs and markets throughout the Southeast for expansion.  J. Christopher’s currently has 20 locations including 17 Atlanta restaurants and one each in Nashville, Tenn., Savannah, Ga. and Tampa, Fla.  
J. Christopher’s strategy is to gain brand awareness and market penetration by continuing growth in the Atlanta market and launching the concept in new markets throughout the southeast.  The focus will be on key markets to include Nashville, Tenn., Charlotte, NC, Jacksonville, Fla., Birmingham, Ala. and Charleston, SC.
“This is an exceptional opportunity for experienced restaurant business partners to start a franchise and to be stewards for the J. Christopher’s brand,” said President Dick Holbrook. 
“J. Christopher’s is a successful, 12-year-old restaurant concept in an unsaturated breakfast and lunch casual dining category. With fresh menus, attentive service and warm hospitality, our restaurants are natural community gathering places.” 
The company opened four restaurants in 2007 and seven in 2008, and plans to open five more new restaurants in 2008 and 10 in 2009.  The franchising growth strategy will be executed under the leadership of restaurant and franchising industry veterans Holbrook and Sam Haddock, J. Christopher’s Chief Operating Officer.  Holbrook and Haddock joined founders Chris Brogdon and Jeff (J.) McCann in 2007, to create a new company designed to spur growth of the J. Christopher’s brand. 
--more--
Since its inception in 1996, J. Christopher’s has grown steadily and has built a dedicated fan base for the appetizing, inventive and seasonal menu items.  Along with traditional 
J. Christopher’s breakfast favorites such as Eggs Benedict, Blueberry Crunch Cakes and Breakfast Skillets, the restaurant now features a new lunch menu with unique soups, salads, sandwiches, burgers and signature skillets. All items are reasonably priced, entrees range from $6.79 to $11.79.
To increase the popularity of its savory menu, J. Christopher’s is now awarding Development Agreements to franchisees who are current or prior restaurant operators and possess the appropriate business acumen, enthusiasm for the brand and solid financial standing who desire to own a multi-unit commitment.

The company has built a team of experienced professionals who will provide comprehensive services to include real estate, new restaurant development support and comprehensive training programs and materials.  Additionally, franchisees will have dedicated Franchise Consultants to assist them as needed on operating their restaurants and maximizing their business results.
“J. Christopher’s offers franchisees a wonderful concept, with no fryers, no alcohol beverage service, convenient day-time hours and great food,” Haddock said. “Our safe working conditions and great hours create a positive culture that facilitates hiring and retaining top talent.  These factors also lead to greater discretionary personal time, which allows franchisees and managers to be home for dinner, attend their kid’s activities or be at the golf course by mid-afternoon.” 
Interested parties should email franchisesales@jchristophers.com for additional information on franchising or go towww.jchristophers.com. 

About J. Christopher’s
Founded in 1996, J. Christopher’s is a collection of casual dining restaurants serving breakfast and lunch in 20 restaurants including Atlanta (17), Savannah, Ga. (1), Nashville, Tenn. (1), and Tampa, Fla. (1).  An additional five restaurants are under development in Atlanta (4) and Macon, Ga. (1). J. Christopher’s provides cheerful, relaxing neighborhood casual dining restaurants serving all the traditional breakfast favorites and a few seasonal ones such as the Farmer’s Omelet, Pumpkin Pancakes and Crème Brulee French Toast.  J. Christopher’s is also serving a new lunch menu that includes J. Christopher’s Bistro Salad, Burgers and J’s Classic Club Sandwich.  J. Christopher’s is the 2007 winner of Atlanta’s Best Breakfast Award from the 
My Fox Atlanta’s Hot List.  For more information about J. Christopher’s Restaurants visit www.jchristophers.com.
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J. Christopher’s continues tradition of Daytime excellence
Fresh, successful concept offers delicious menu items
J. Christopher’s is a national leader in the upscale breakfast and lunch casual dining segment. Targeting customers who appreciate fresh, high quality food, served in a friendly, comfortable environment, J. Christopher’s offers an interesting combination of traditional breakfast and lunch favorites mixed with several creative menu items flavored with a “unique” J. Christopher’s touch.  A long time Atlanta favorite, J. Christopher’s will soon be opening in neighborhoods throughout the Southeast.

History

Since 1996, founders Jay McCann and Chris Brogdon steadily grew J. Christopher’s to be a leading restaurant concept in the breakfast and lunch category.  There are now 20 locations, including 17 restaurants in Atlanta and three other restaurants in Franklin, Tenn., Savannah, Ga. and Tampa, Fla., with new locations being opened throughout the Atlanta market and southeast.

J. Christopher’s has continued to open several restaurants each year including four in 2007 and seven in 2008.  Each restaurant has a unique personality to fit the surrounding neighborhood and offers friendly, attentive service and a quality menu including some healthy alternatives. 

Expansion

In the fall of 2007, Dick Holbrook, formerly president at AFC Enterprises, and Sam Haddock, a former restaurant executive and current franchisee of Moe’s Southwest Grille and Donatos Pizza, teamed with the founders of J. Christopher’s to take the proven concept, in an unsaturated market, to new levels.  This will include opening several company owned and operated restaurants, with growth primarily through franchising.  Holbrook and Haddock have extensive franchising experience in award-winning operations, both as franchisees and franchisors.  
Holbrook and Haddock spent a year refining the concept, assembling a talented management team and developing the necessary operations and development processes in place to grow the J. Christopher’s concept.  By August 2008, all the elements were in place to begin franchising. The initial targeted areas are in the Southeast, including Atlanta, Birmingham, Ala., Charlotte, N.C. and Jacksonville, Fla.  The brand also plans to grow its presence within the existing markets of Nashville, Tenn., and Tampa, Fla. 
--more--
Restaurants

J. Christopher’s provides cheerful, relaxing neighborhood casual dining restaurants, which serve all the traditional breakfast favorites and a new lunch menu in a bright, contemporary setting.  Along with traditional J. Christopher’s breakfast favorites such as Eggs Benedict and Golden Malted Waffles, the restaurant features a new lunch menu with unique soups, salads, sandwiches, burgers and signature skillets.  All items are reasonably priced, entrees range from $6.79 to $11.79.  Original artwork, from the collection of Chris Brogdon, adorns each location and adds a unique flair to the interiors of the different establishments.
Recruiting Talent

J. Christopher’s offers employees a clean environment, with no fryers, no alcoholic beverage service and convenient day-time hours.  Safe working conditions and great hours create a positive culture that facilitates hiring and retaining top talent.  The limited operating hours provide for greater discretionary personal time, which allows franchisees and managers to be home for dinner, attend their kid’s activities or be at the golf course by mid-afternoon. 
Awards

J. Christopher’s is the winner of several ‘best of’ awards including the 2007 Atlanta’s Best Breakfast Award from the My Fox Atlanta’s Hot List.  

Hours of Operation
The restaurants are open from 7 a.m. until 2 p.m. every day.

Menu

J. Christopher’s serves signature dishes that include omelets, pancakes, sandwiches, salads and soups. Patrons can look forward to seasonal items on the menu, like the Farmer’s Omelet in the summertime or the Pumpkin pancakes during the fall and winter months. 
J. Christopher’s is also serving a new lunch menu that includes J. Christopher’s Bistro Salad, Signature Burgers and J’s Classic Club Sandwich.  J. Christopher’s always looks for high-quality ingredients to provide the healthiest and most delicious foods to its guests. 
	Location Areas

Alpharetta, Ga. (2) 

Atlanta, Ga. (5) 

Decatur, Ga. (1) 

Duluth, Ga. (1) 

Franklin, TN (1) 

Kennesaw, Ga. (1) 

Marietta, Ga. (2) 

Peachtree City, Ga. (1) 

Roswell, Ga. (3) 

Savannah, Ga. (1) 

Smyrna, Ga. (1) 

Tampa, Fla. (1) 
	Coming Soon

Brook Haven 
East Lake @ 120 Loop 
Woodstock 

Johns Creek

Macon, Ga.


For more information about J. Christopher’s, the franchise program, menu and restaurant locations, visit www.jchristophers.com.  
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Franchising Fact Sheet

Established in 1996, J. Christopher’s is a cheerful, relaxing neighborhood casual dining restaurant serving an interesting combination of traditional breakfast and lunch favorites mixed with several creative menu items flavored with a “unique” J. Christopher’s touch.  From a bright, contemporary atmosphere to the friendly staff, J. Christopher’s offers guests the perfect spot for a pleasant start to their day and a great place to enjoy lunch.

 

J. Christopher’s, has 20 restaurants located in Atlanta, Savannah, Ga., Tampa, Fla. and Nashville, Tenn.  The day-time only concept will begin franchising this summer, targeting growth in cities throughout the Southeast.  The restaurant collection has opened four units in 2007 and seven in 2008, and plans to open five more new restaurants in 2008 and 10 in 2009.

 
J. Christopher’s is owned by Chris Brogdon, founder, Jeff McCann, founder, Dick Holbrook, partner and Sam Haddock, partner.

J. Christopher’s management team is one of the most experienced in the industry and includes 
President, Dick Holbrook, formerly president at AFC Enterprises, and Chief Operating Officer, 
Sam Haddock, formerly a restaurant executive at Rally’s Hamburgers, Popeye’s Fried Chicken and the RTM Restaurant Group and is currently a franchisee of Moe’s Southwest Grill and Donato’s Pizza.  

The management team has recently enhanced the menu by adding some unique lunch products, including J. Christopher’s Bistro Salad, Signature Burgers and J’s Classic Club Sandwich, and the 
J. Martinez gourmet coffee program.  

Mission: To operate a collection of cheerful, relaxing neighborhood casual dining restaurants serving a menu featuring traditional breakfast and lunch favorites mixed with several creative menu items flavored with a “unique” J. Christopher’s touch.  

Year Founded: 1996

Leadership:

Dick Holbrook, President

Sam Haddock, Chief Operating Officer

Bill Sparks, Vice President of Operations

Locations: 20

Markets (Number of restaurants in each market): Atlanta (5), Alpharetta (1), Decatur (1), Duluth (1), Franklin, Tenn. (1), Kennesaw (1), Marietta (1), Peachtree City (1), Roswell (1), Savannah (1), Smyrna (1) Franklin, Tenn. (1) and Tampa, Fla. (1)

Royalty: 5 %

Advertising Contribution: 1 %

Restaurant Size and Construction: 3,500 square feet at an estimated cost ranging from $450,000 to $550,000.

Training Program: Franchisees enroll in a comprehensive 12-week program to train on all aspects of operations, learning from a seasoned leadership team with 125 combined years in foodservice and franchising.  Following training, the J. Christopher’s team will support restaurant openings, and once open, dedicated franchise consultants will help restaurant franchisees excel in day-to-day operations to maximize business results.  

Our Menu: 


Breakfast:

Morning Stars – Eggs Benedict, Eggs Christopher, Just Bubba, Traditional, Triple Play, Pantry Feast, Bacon-Wrapped Filet & Eggs, Route 66, Goldie Lox

The Griddle – Blueberry Crunchcakes, Chocolate Chipcakes, Plain Ole’ Cakes, Belgian Waffles, Strawberry Waffle, Maple French Toast

Omelettes – Billy Goat, Portabella, Popeye, Western, San Bernadino, Goddess, Veggie Delite, Build Your Own Omelette

Breakfast Skillets – Spinach & Bacon, Smoked Turkey & Avocado, Ham & Mushroom, Sausage & Gravy

The Lighter Sides – Fresh Fruit Cornucopia, Breakfast Parfait, Irish Oatmeal, Cinnamon Roll, Lo-carb Platter, South Beach, Berry Crepes

Lunch:

Sandwiches – J. Christopher’s Club Sandwich, Salmon BLAT, Southwest Turkey Grill, Grilled Chicken Sandwich, Pecan Chicken Grill, Greek Garden Wrap and Down Home Grilled Pimento Cheese Sandwich

Soups and Salads – J. Christopher’s Bistro Salad, Waldorf Salad, Chicken Cobb Salad, Song of the Orient Salad, Soups of the Day, Soup & Salad


Burgers – Club House Burger, Patty Melt, Pimento Cheese Burger, Cheeseburger Tacos and a 


Basic Burger


Fresh Grilled Quesadillas – Chicken Quesadillas, Shrimp Quesadillas, Veggie Quesadillas

Beverages – Fresh Squeezed Orange Juice, Soft Drinks, Iced Tea, Lemonade, Fruit Juices, Milk, Chocolate Milk, Hot Chocolate, Hot Teas, Hot Herbal Decaf Teas

Coffee – J. Christopher’s Blend Specialty Coffee, Espresso, Latte, Cappuccino, Café Mocha, Flavor Shots to include French Vanilla, Irish Crème, Hazelnut and Almond

Kids Meals – Dinosaur Eggs, Peter Pancakes, French Toast, Waffle, Grilled Cheese Sandwich, Cheese Quesadilla 

Hours of Operation: 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. daily

Contact: franchisesales@jchristophers.com
Corporate Office

1015 Heards Ferry Road NW

Atlanta, GA 30075
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[image: image2.jpg]Dick R. Holbrook is the President of J. Christopher’s Restaurants, LLC, a collection of casual dining restaurants serving breakfast and lunch based in Atlanta, GA.  The concept has 20 existing restaurants and will open seven more in during 2008.  The entity will build and operate company-owned restaurants but the majority of its future growth will come through franchising the concept.

Holbrook, a 35-year veteran of the restaurant industry, began his career with 18 years of experience in franchise and company-owned operations and has spent the last 17 years in more general executive management positions.

He is the former President and Chief Operating Officer of AFC Enterprises® (AFC®), which was one of the world’s premier restaurant and specialty foods companies. AFC Enterprises was the parent company of Church's Chicken™, Popeyes® Chicken & Biscuits, Cinnabon® and Seattle Coffee Company during his tenure.

Holbrook was a founding partner of AFC in 1992 where he served as its executive vice president and chief operating officer and was then promoted to president and chief operating officer in August 1995. 

He led AFC and its operating companies, both domestically and internationally, to new levels of success and oversaw the expansion of the AFC Enterprises portfolio to include the purchase of Cinnabon and Seattle Coffee Company, with its Seattle’s Best Coffee® and Torrefazione Italia® brands in 1999.  AFC’s overall solid performance led to an initial public offering of the company in March 2001.

Prior to joining AFC, Holbrook was executive vice president of operations for Hospitality Franchise Systems, Inc., franchisor for Ramada, Howard Johnson and Days Inn hotels.  Holbrook also held various management positions with Arby’s, Inc. from 1971 to 1991, starting as a management trainee and eventually holding the position of senior vice president of franchise operations.  Arby’s, the world’s largest roast beef sandwich chain, operated 2,500 restaurants in the United States, Canada, Asia, the Caribbean and the Middle East at that time.

Holbrook was previously a member of the Rare Hospitality International, Inc. Board of Directors prior to its purchase by Darden Restaurants. Rare was a publicly owned restaurant company whose concepts included Longhorn Steakhouse and The Capital Grille. He also serves on the National Restaurant Association Educational Foundation Board of Trustees. 

Holbrook was the recipient of the Elliot Associates 2001 Elliot Mentor Award, which was developed to recognize individuals who have given "a lifetime of timeless contribution, leadership, and inspiration to the hospitality, foodservice and manufacturing industries."
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Gregory A. “Sam” Haddock is the Chief Operating Officer of 
J. Christopher’s Restaurants, LLC, a collection of casual dining restaurants serving breakfast and lunch based in Atlanta, GA.  The concept has 20 existing restaurants and will open seven more in 2008.  The entity will build and operate company-owned restaurants, but the majority of its future growth will come through franchising.

He is the Managing Partner of the Red Hawk Restaurant Group, LLC and Red Hawk Enterprises, which own and operate Moe’s Southwest Gill and Donatos Pizza Restaurants respectively. 

Haddock has been in the restaurant industry since 1973 and has extensive experience as a franchise owner and restaurant operator in the Rally’s Hamburgers, Wendy’s Hamburgers, Donatos Pizza and Moe’s Southwest Grill systems. He also has extensive franchisor experience serving as Director of Operations for Rally’s Hamburgers, Chief Operating Officer for Popeye’s Chicken and Biscuits and Chief Operating Officer at the RTM Restaurant Group for the Mrs. Winner’s and Lee’s Famous Recipe concepts. Haddock was also an Operating Partner and Owner of Carmel Restaurants, a Wendy’s Franchise.

Prior to Haddock’s experience with franchising and operations, he worked as a Sales Coordinator for Arby’s Construction and Equipment Company and as an Area Developer for Big Bagel Holding Company. Haddock also served as an Assistant Manager, Manager, District Manager, Regional Director and Director of Operations for Arby’s Roast Beef Restaurants nationally earlier in his career.

Haddock currently serves on the Board of the Atlanta Franchise Alliance and the marketing committee of Moe’s Southwest Grill. Prior to his extensive involvement  serving on 
Moe’s Franchise Advisory Board, he headed up both the Popeye’s Franchise Council and Mrs. Winner’s & Lee’s Famous Recipe Franchise Council.
Haddock received his B.A. degree from Wake Forest University in 1973. 
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Jeffrey “Jay” McCann is a Co-Founder of the J. Christopher’s concept and today is the Operating Partner and President of 
J. Christopher’s Management which operates as a licensee of 
J. Christopher’s.  He is also a Partner in J. Christopher’s Restaurants, LLC, a collection of casual dining restaurants serving breakfast, brunch and lunch based in Atlanta, GA.  The concept has 20 existing restaurants and will open seven more in 2008. 
Over the past 12 years, McCann has fine tuned the J. Christopher’s brand by retaining dedicated management and staff, upgrading the menu, maintaining low costs and focusing on friendly service. 
During his 35 years in the restaurant industry, McCann has dealt with all aspects of full-service dining including hourly and management functions such as menu development, training, construction, site development, marketing and advertising.

McCann has a history of turning around struggling units in national chains such as Chili’s, Steak and Ale, Hooters and Malone's, an Atlanta-based restaurant group. His approach is hands on, leading by example. He has consistently increased sales, maximized profits and created positive morale at every job. 

McCann learned about the breakfast segment of food service industry through a 
six-month training program at Le Peep, where he increased same unit sales over 
30 percent.  
An industrial engineering degree from the University of Notre Dame has served McCann well, even in the restaurant business, as he helps to design J. Christopher’s restaurants.

Chris Brogdon is a Co-Founder of the J. Christopher’s concept and now serves as a Partner at J. Christopher’s Restaurants, LLC, a collection of casual dining restaurants serving breakfast and lunch based in Atlanta, GA.  The concept has 20 existing restaurants and will open seven more in 2008. The entity will build and operate company-owned restaurants, but the majority of its future growth will come through franchising.
Over the past 12 years, Brogdon, along with Co-Founder Jay McCann, have fine tuned the J. Christopher’s brand by retaining dedicated management and staff, upgrading the menu, maintaining low costs and focusing on friendly service. 
Brogdon has additionally taken part in many other founding and operating endeavors throughout his career in various fields. He co-founded Winter Haven Homes, Inc. in 1987. Winter Haven Homes, Inc. developed, owned and operated assisted living and nursing homes throughout the Southeastern United States. Winter Haven is primarily involved with owning and leasing the operations to third parties today.  

From 1991 to 1998, Brogdon served as Chairman of the Board of Retirement Care Associates (RCA), a NYSE listed company that operated more than 120 assisted living and nursing home facilities. Brogdon was instrumental in growing the company from three facilities to120 and revenues from $1 million to more than $350 million. He was responsible for listing the shares on the NASDAQ and then on the NYSE. RCA was purchased by Sun Healthcare in1998 for more than $350 million.  

From 1994 to 1998, Brogdon was also Chairman of Contour Medical (Contour), a NASDAQ-listed company in the medical supply business. Brogdon, in conjunction with RCA, purchased a majority of the shares of Contour Medical from its founders and grew the company from $5 million in sales to $35 million through two acquisitions and an increased customer base. Contour primarily sold medical supplies to the nursing home industry. Under Brogdon, the shares were admitted to the NASDAQ Small Cap.  Contour was also sold to Sun Healthcare in June of1998. In 1998 and 1999, Brogdon served as Chairman of NewCare Health Corporation, a NASDAQ-listed company in the assisted living and nursing home business.  

Since 1999, Brogdon has been an owner and the manager of Brogdon Family, LLC, which owns nursing homes, assisted living facilities, restaurants and commercial real estate. Brogdon is a founding board member of the Georgia Coastal Alzheimer’s Association, which serves 13 South Georgia counties. Brogdon is also on the advisory board of SCAD Atlanta, (Savannah College of Art & Design). 

Bill Sparks is the vice president of operations of Atlanta-based 
J. Christopher’s Restaurants, LLC, a collection of 20 casual dining restaurants serving breakfast and lunch based in Atlanta.  Sparks is responsible for overall Operations to include the opening, training and support of company and franchised locations. Today, the company operates J. Christopher’s restaurants in Atlanta, Ga., Savannah, Ga., Nashville, Tenn. and Tampa, Fla.
A twenty-nine year veteran of the restaurant industry, Sparks has experience in multi-unit responsibility with Rally’s Hamburgers and Wendy’s Hamburgers. He also held executive positions in the restaurant franchise segment during tenures at Rally’s Hamburger’s and the RTM Restaurant group. Sparks was most recently vice president of franchise operations at the Lee’s Famous Recipe Chicken chain based in Fort Walton, Fla.
A native of Louisville, Ky., Sparks attended college at Murray State University and the University of Louisville. He and his family currently reside in Dallas, Ga.

Dick R. Holbrook


President


J. Christopher’s Restaurants, LLC





Sam Haddock


Chief Operating Officer


J. Christopher’s Restaurants, LLC





Jay McCann


Founder and Partner


J. Christopher’s Restaurants, LLC





Chris Brogdon  


Founder


J. Christopher’s Restaurants, LLC





Bill Sparks


Vice President of Operations


J. Christopher’s Restaurants, LLC








